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Quarter 1: January – March, 2020 
SEEA’s Quarterly Highlights provide stakeholders with brief, timely, and relevant information on energy 
efficiency and related topics throughout the Southeast. For more information, or to provide input, contact 
Emmeline Luck, policy associate.  
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State, Local, and Utility Policy Highlights 
Alabama 

• Public Service Commission Race: Current commission President Twinkle Cavanaugh’s term will end on 
November 8, 2020. Voters will choose between ten-year Republican incumbent Cavanaugh and 
Democratic nominee Laura Casey in the November general elections.  

• Alabama Power Generation Capacity: In early March, Alabama Power requested cost recovery of $1.1 
billion for the addition of 2400 megawatts, or 26%, of electricity capacity that the company says it will 
need in order to avoid winter blackouts. A decision from the commission is expected in early April.  

 

https://www.seealliance.org/initiatives/energy-efficiency-policy/quarterly-policy-highlights/
mailto:eluck@seealliance.org
https://www.al.com/news/2020/03/alabama-votes-tallied-in-public-service-commission-appellate-court-races.html
https://www.al.com/news/2020/03/how-much-does-alabama-power-need-to-keep-the-lights-on-the-billion-dollar-battle-over-expansion.html
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Arkansas 

• Energy Efficiency and Resource Planning: Utilities are expected to file an annual report of their energy 
efficiency programs in this docket by May 1. The Parties Working Collaboratively (PWC) are developing a 
template by December 1 to be used in the triennial long-term resource planning cycle that aims to 
support the treatment of energy efficiency as a resource. Docket No. 13-002-U  

• Evaluation, Measurement, and Verification: The Independent Evaluation Monitor (IEM) is currently 
working with the PWC on developing a memo to clarify language around the treatment of non-energy 
benefits and to address other inconsistencies found in cost-effectiveness testing methods between 
utilities. Docket No. 10-100-R  

• DER and Grid Modernization Docket: On March 4, the commission scheduled the fifth stakeholder 
workshop for May 7-8 at the offices of the Arkansas Electric Cooperative. Docket No. 16-028-U  

• Energy Burden: A March report funded by Entergy Arkansas and the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation 
addresses asset-limited, income-constrained, employed households. The report found that 41% of 
households across the state are either below the federal poverty line or struggle to afford basic 
necessities including housing, food, childcare, transportation, and healthcare. 

• ENERGY STAR® Partner: On March 31, Entergy Arkansas received the 2019 ENERGY STAR® Partner of 
the Year Award from the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for its promotion of energy 
efficiency.  

Florida 

• Hurricane Dorian Cost Recovery: On February 4, the commission approved Duke Energy to recover 
$171.3 million in costs related to last year’s hurricane season from ratepayers. The extra charges will last 
a year and will add about $5.34 to the monthly bill of a residential customer using about 1000 kilowatt 
hours (kWh) of electricity. Docket No. 20190222  

• Office of Public Counsel: On March 10, the legislature voted to limit the term of the public counsel to 
three four-year terms through HB 1095.  

• Energy Choice Initiative: On January 9, the state Supreme Court found that the ballot language for the 
proposed constitutional amendment was unclear and the petition was subsequently closed. If it had 
made it onto the ballot and passed, the amendment would have deregulated the state’s electricity 
market. The justices held that the ballot language misled consumers by suggesting that they would be 
allowed to resell electricity.  

• Location of Energy Office: Earlier this year, the House passed legislation to move the Office of Energy 
from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services under Commissioner Nikki Fried to the 
Environmental Protection Division, overseen by Governor DeSantis. March budget talks between the 
chambers did not include the proposed reorganization and the Senate did not take action on the bill 
before the legislative session adjourned on March 9.  

http://www.apscservices.info/pdf/13/13-002-U_337_1.pdf
http://www.apscservices.info/pdf/10/10-100-R_194_1.pdf
http://www.apscservices.info/pdf/16/16-028-U_151_1.pdf
https://talkbusiness.net/2020/03/report-41-of-arkansas-households-struggling-to-meet-basic-needs/
https://www.entergynewsroom.com/news/entergy-arkansas-earns-2019-energy-star-partner-year-award/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/news/20200204/duke-customers-to-see-extra-charges-for-dorian-costs
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20190222&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2020/03/10/utilities-dont-like-this-consumer-advocate-florida-senators-just-approved-term-limits-on-his-job/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/1095
https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2020/01/09/florida-supreme-court-rejects-energy-choice-idea/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/323191-senate-wins-in-impasse-over-energy-office-leaves-office-under-nikki-fried
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• Demand Side Management (DSM) Plans: On February 24, Florida’s five investor-owned utilities and two 
municipal utilities filed DSM plans for the next five-year cycle. Docket Nos. 20200057 (JEA), 20200053 
(TECO), 20200060 (FPUC), 20200058 (OUC), 20200055 (Gulf), 20200054 (Duke), and 20200056 (FPL)  

Georgia  

• Vogtle Nuclear Reactor Construction: Construction on reactors 3 and 4 of the Vogtle Nuclear Plant 
continues. On February 20, Southern Company reported on 2019 sales and the progress of the nuclear 
reactor construction. The project employs about 9,000 on-site workers and Southern Company CEO Tom 
Fanning announced on March 20 that the COVID-19 pandemic has not yet impacted the workforce or 
construction timeline, but said in a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission that it is too early 
to assess the potential impact.  

• Legislative Committees: HR 1430, introduced in early March, would create a House Study Committee on 
Demand-Side Management and Energy Use.  

Kentucky  

• Public Service Commission: In early February, the commission named Kent Chandler as its executive 
director.  

• Louisville Energy Audit: After the city council voted to adopt a clean energy resolution on February 6, 
Mayor Greg Fischer announced that the city will undergo an energy audit intended to identify areas for 
cost reduction and efficiency improvements.  

• Legislation: HB 247, currently before the House, would allow municipal utilities to buy wholesale 
electricity without a public bidding process, which is currently required for municipal utilities, but not for 
electric cooperatives.  

Louisiana 

• ENERGY STAR® Partner: Entergy New Orleans has received the 2020 ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year 
Award. The company was recognized by the Department of Energy for its outstanding efforts and 
partnership with residential customers through its Home Performance with the ENERGY STAR Program, 
part of the Energy Smart program administered by Entergy New Orleans on behalf of the New Orleans 
City Council. 

Mississippi  

• Municipal Energy Efficiency: In January, the City of Vicksburg approved energy efficiency measures that 
are estimated to save the city over $60,000 on utility bills annually.  

North Carolina 

• Duke Energy Rate Cases: 

o Duke Energy Carolinas: Duke Energy Carolinas (DEC) filed a request on September 6 to increase 
rates by about 6%. The North Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC) held four public workshops 

http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200057&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200053&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200060&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200058&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200055&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200054&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
http://floridapsc.com/ClerkOffice/DocketDetail?docket=20200056&casestatus=0&preHearingDate=01%2F01%2F0001%2000%3A00%3A00&document_id=0&radioValue=DocketNumber&isCompleted=False&docutype=0&EventType=All
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/southern-company-decreases-coal-burn-moves-closer-to-completing-vogtle-nuc/572674/
https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/southerns-nuclear-plant-project-not-delayed-by-virus-ceo-says
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/georgia-power-parent-warns-covid-could-impact-nuclear-plant-vogtle/N6TdjzhjGK0NEn6oClV8fK/
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/2019_20/58196
https://apnews.com/36494e5660d46d2b0d5adcd7046b908f
https://wfpl.org/louisville-leaps-toward-renewable-energy-future/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/bill/20RS/hb247/orig_bill.pdf
https://www.entergynewsroom.com/news/entergy-new-orleans-earns-2020-energy-star-partner-year-award/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/mississippi/articles/2020-01-14/vicksburg-implements-energy-saving-measures-to-cut-costs
http://www.ncpolicywatch.com/2020/01/27/monday-numbers-a-closer-look-at-duke-energy-carolinass-proposed-rate-hike/


 

Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance 4 

on the proceeding in January. On March 16, the commission postponed the hearing scheduled 
for March 23 until further notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Docket No. E-7 Sub 1214  

o Duke Energy Progress: On October 30, Duke Energy Progress (DEP) filed a request to increase 
annual revenue by 15.6%, resulting in an increase of $17.29 on monthly bills for a 1000 kWh 
residential user. The request for rate increase includes recovery funds for Hurricanes Florence 
and Michael. On March 24, the commission suspended the procedural schedule until the May 4 
expert witness testimony, pending further order of the commission. Docket No. E-2 Sub 1219  

• Duke Grid Modernization: On February 13, Duke Energy announced that it will increase its five-year 
capital expansion plan to $56 billion in order to create a smarter and more resilient grid.  

• Electric Cooperatives and Emerging Technology: On January 9, the state’s cooperatives announced a 
partnership to develop an agricultural microgrid.  

South Carolina 

• VC Summer Nuclear Plant: At the end of 2019, Dominion Energy, the new owner of SCANA, agreed to 
return $192 million to ratepayers in a class action lawsuit. On March 17, a state judge gave preliminary 
approval to a $520 million settlement between Santee Cooper and customers that would also provide 
refunds to ratepayers due to the nuclear project. The final approval hearing for the class action lawsuit is 
set for July 20. In February, Santee Cooper and Westinghouse reached an agreement on the division of 
equipment from the project.  

• Santee Cooper Ownership: After conducting a study on the potential sale of the state-owned utility, 
Santee Cooper’s Board of Directors finalized a plan in November that would keep the utility under state 
ownership. On February 26, Santee Cooper executives testified at a Senate Finance Committee meeting. 
In early March, legislators discussed NextEra’s proposal to purchase the utility before rejecting all bids. 
On March 10, lawmakers drafted a reform bill that would eliminate the positions of Santee Cooper’s 
current twelve-member board and would create a new, seven-member board appointed by the state 
government pending new elections.  

• Regulatory Reform: S. 998, currently before the Senate, would establish the Electricity Market Reform 
Measures Study Committee to examine the energy regulatory framework and may lead to the 
establishment of a regional grid transmission operator. Lawmakers in both Carolinas have been 
considering what deregulation and competition may look like for the states.  

Virginia 

• Clean Economy Act: On March 5, the General Assembly passed the Virginia Clean Economy Act, which 
mandates Dominion and Appalachian Power to produce 30% of their energy from renewables by 2030 
and to close all carbon-emitting power plants by 2045 and 2050, respectively. The act also sets 
mandatory energy efficiency savings targets for Dominion Energy and Appalachian Power. Energy 
savings targets will begin in program year 2022 and will be set at 0.5% and 1.25% for of average 2019 
retail sales for Appalachian Power and Dominion Energy, respectively. The utilities must also achieve 
their mandatory renewable generation targets by the end of 2020.  

https://starw1.ncuc.net/NCUC/PSC/DocketDetails.aspx?DocketId=27d5fcbf-d84b-4b74-933d-33dc87827bb7
https://starw1.ncuc.net/NCUC/PSC/DocketDetails.aspx?DocketId=4d7d376e-6330-4b16-b949-9a2fe24c4cfc
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2020/02/14/stories/1062344279
https://www.ncelectriccooperatives.com/who-we-are/spotlight/ncs-electric-cooperatives-tideland-emc-and-rose-acre-farms-to-develop-agricultural-microgrid-in-hyde-county/
https://www.postandcourier.com/business/dominion-energy-to-pay-m-in-settlement-tied-to-failed/article_27e3ce22-31a5-11ea-a99b-77c3d4b74b75.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202020-01-08%20Utility%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:25017%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/south-carolina/articles/2020-03-17/judge-approves-520m-settlement-in-santee-cooper-lawsuit
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/south-carolina/articles/2020-03-17/judge-approves-520m-settlement-in-santee-cooper-lawsuit
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/state/south-carolina/article240038168.html
https://apnews.com/054f89d92e9a487480a23c6fcc4bcc2b
https://www.postandcourier.com/business/santee-cooper-approves-reform-plan-it-will-remain-secret-for/article_45fb615e-0c61-11ea-8107-ff92f7de127b.html
https://apnews.com/e63a64ca34e2814f87242f4fabf34375
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/south-carolina/articles/2020-03-03/sc-speakers-renegotiation-idea-roils-public-utility-sale
https://apnews.com/45aa54fb160c05f43af880b98f05cc5e
https://apnews.com/5016426e15ed167a5df9fb1a84d8e52d
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2020/01/15/document_ew_02.pdf
https://www.wfae.org/post/nc-and-sc-lawmakers-call-studies-electricity-market-reforms#stream/0
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/virginia-100-clean-energy-by-2050-mandate-law
https://www.cbs17.com/news/north-carolina-news/going-greener-power-companies-face-deadline-to-increase-percentage-of-renewable-energy/
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• Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) Legislation: On March 4, the General Assembly passed the 
Clean Energy and Community Flood Preparedness Act, which would allow the state to become a full 
participant in RGGI. It also includes a provision to establish an Energy Efficiency Fund. The bill is 
currently awaiting signature from Governor Northam.  

• Rate Legislation: The Fair Energy Bills Act, HB 1132, would have established requirements for triennial 
rate review that would have allowed for over-earnings to be returned to ratepayers. The bill passed the 
House but was tabled by the Senate before the end of the legislative session.  

• On-Bill Tariff Legislation: In March, the General Assembly passed SB 754, which would authorize electric 
cooperatives to operate on-bill tariff programs. The bill is awaiting signature from Governor Northam.   

• Utility Business Model: A bipartisan pair of delegates introduced legislation on January 7 that would 
establish a competitive electricity market in the state.  

• Lighting Efficiency: This spring, Virginia will replace 9,600 roadside lights with LEDs, a move projected to 
save $4.6 million by 2036.  

• Dominion Carbon Reduction Goals: On February 11, Dominion Energy committed to reaching net-zero 
emissions through its power generation and natural gas operations by 2050, citing energy efficiency as a 
key strategy.  

• Dominion Grid Modernization Proposal: On September 30, Dominion filed its revised grid 
modernization plan with the State Corporation Commission (SCC). The SCC rejected a majority of the 
proposal but accepted some aspects of the plan on March 26. Regulators ruled that Dominion failed to 
justify the costs of the smart meter program, but approved some cybersecurity, reliability, and electric 
vehicle provisions. See the Energy Efficient Transportation Highlights (page 10) for more information. 
Docket No. PUR-2019-00154  

 

Regional & National Policy Updates 
• Relevant Federal Legislation: There are currently many bills before Congress pertaining to energy 

efficiency and associated industries. For legislation related to electric vehicles, see the Energy Efficient 
Transportation Highlights (page 10). For legislation around resilience and the built environment, see the 
Built Environment Highlights (page 8).  

o HR 2088 would reauthorize the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program 

o HR 5142 would require the federal government to get 100% of its energy from renewable 
sources by 2050  

o HR 5221 would set a national goal of achieving 100% clean economy by 2050 

o S. 1706 would encourage the use of energy savings performance contracts  

o S. 2334 would establish a “21st Century Energy Workforce Advisory Board” at DOE 

o HR 4986 would create a Green Climate Fund to authorize funding for climate work 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+HB981
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+cab+HC10124HB1152+BREFC
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2020/02/21/bipartisan-fair-energy-bills-act-facing-headwinds-in-senate/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+cab+HC10225SB0754+UCSB3
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/bipartisan-bill-aims-to-end-dominions-distribution-monopoly-in-virginia/569977/
https://energynews.us/2020/01/08/southeast/virginias-roadway-lighting-upgrades-buck-federal-backtracking-on-efficiency/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/dominion-energy-sets-2050-net-zero-carbon-goal-buys-southerns-stake-in-at/572163/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/virginia-rejects-dominions-752m-smart-meter-plan-other-grid-mod-proposal/575007/
https://www.scc.virginia.gov/newsrel/r_domgrid_20.aspx
http://www.scc.virginia.gov/docketsearch#/caseDetails/140114
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2088?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+2088%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5142?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+5142%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5221?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22100%25+clean+economy+act+of+2019%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://dailyenergyinsider.com/news/19782-lawmakers-introduce-legislation-to-encourage-energy-efficiency-in-federal-buildings/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2334?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+2334%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4986?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4986%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1


 

Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance 6 

• Car Emissions Standards: See the Energy Efficient Transportation Highlights (page 10).  

• Lighting Standards: On February 25, the Natural Resources Defense Council, Earthjustice, and the 
Center for Public Interest Research filed a lawsuit asking a federal court to compel the Department of 
Energy (DOE) to implement updated residential lighting efficiency standards.  DOE estimates the new 
standards will save consumers and businesses about $8.4 billion and will reduce emissions by nearly 100 
million metric tons over thirty years.  

• Appliance Standards: On January 10, DOE published updated standards for portable air conditioners, 
uninterruptible power supplies, commercial boilers, and industrial air compressors.  

• DOE Leadership: In February, President Trump appointed Alex Fitzsimmons as the deputy assistant 
secretary for energy efficiency in the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. On March 12, 
Trump nominated DOE Under Secretary Mark Menezes to serve as the deputy secretary.  

• FERC Commissioners: On January 23, Commissioner Bernard McNamee announced that he will not seek 
another term when his tenure ends on June 30. On March 31, James Danly was sworn into his term on 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) that ends June 30, 2023.  

• FEMA Leadership: In January, the Senate approved Peter Gaynor to lead the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  

• Advocacy Leadership: On March 18, The Nature Conservancy named Jennifer Morris as the next CEO. 
Her post will begin on May 18.  

• Smart Meters: Duke and Entergy, among other utilities, are continuing to install smart meters 
throughout their territories, but overall deployment is slowing. In January, ACEEE released a report 
finding that many utilities are missing energy-savings opportunities through advanced metering 
infrastructure.  

• Southeast Energy Efficiency Report: On January 22, SACE released its annual report on energy efficiency 
in the Southeast.  

• Ratepayer-Funded Efficiency Report: In late 2019, Lawrence Berkley National Lab (LBNL) published a 
report concluding that the cost of saving energy at utility scale is $0.024/kWh and that investments in 
ratepayer-funded energy efficiency programs are expanding.  

• Performance Incentives Report: On February 4, the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 
(ACEEE) published a research report on the efficacy of performance incentives in reducing demand.  

• Utility Energy Efficiency Scorecards: On February 20, ACEEE released the annual Utility Energy Efficiency 
Scorecards, highlighting a significant increase in energy savings.  

• State of the Electric Utility Report: Utility Dive’s annual State of the Electric Utility survey found that the 
top priority for many electric utilities is the clean energy transition. The results were published on 
February 26.  

• Clean Energy Targets: A March report from Synapse Energy Economics states that Duke, Dominion, and 
Southern Company won’t meet their clean energy goals at the current pace.  

https://www.nrdc.org/media/2020/200225
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/01/10/2019-26345/energy-conservation-program-energy-conservation-standards
https://www.energy.gov/eere/contributors/alex-fitzsimmons
https://www.aikenstandard.com/news/trump-moves-forward-with-deputy-secretary-of-energy-nominee-mark/article_cd1619f6-6489-11ea-bc7d-f3756fc6d742.html
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/fercs-mcnamee-not-seeking-2nd-term-as-commissioner/571009/
https://www.ferc.gov/media/news-releases/2020/2020-1/03-31-20-Danly.asp#.XoT_kIhKg2w
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rhode-island/articles/2020-01-15/senate-approves-former-rhode-island-official-to-lead-fema
https://www.nature.org/en-us/newsroom/new-ceo-jennifer-morris/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/entergy-duke-coned-adding-millions-of-smart-meters-but-overall-deploymen/569986/
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/u2001
https://cleanenergy.org/blog/energy-efficiency-in-the-southeast-2019-annual-report/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/wide-gap-seen-in-energy-efficiency-costs-between-public-utility-customer-cl/570821/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/state-regulators-need-cyclical-reviews-to-get-the-most-out-of-utility-perfo/571636/
https://www.aceee.org/press-release/2020/02/us-utility-scorecard-reveals-dramatic-increase-energy-savings
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/state-of-the-electric-utility-2020/572374/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/duke-dominion-southern-wont-hit-clean-energy-targets-at-current-pace-re/573769/
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• Investors Service Report: On January 16, Moody’s published a report that assesses the risks that climate 
change poses to power generation infrastructure and found that Duke and Dominion are among the 
most at-risk utilities.  

• Rate Design: A quarterly policy report from the North Carolina Clean Energy Technology Center found 
that about half of U.S. states are considering action on rate design reform.  

• Climate Change Resolution: On February 25, the American Public Power Association, representing the 
nation’s community-owned utilities, approved a resolution in support of current bipartisan efforts to 
mitigate climate change.  

• Workforce Development Funds: On March 6, DOE announced up to $20 million in funding for workforce 
development at universities in clean energy fields.  

Special Update: COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status of State Legislatures During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 

• The Alabama General Assembly reconvened on March 31.  

• The Arkansas legislature convened for a special session on March 27; the regular session is scheduled to 
begin April 8.  

• The Florida legislative session ended on March 13.  

• The Georgia legislature was suspended on crossover day, March 12, until further notice. 

• The Kentucky legislature reconvened to finish out the legislative session after a brief break in mid-
March due to coronavirus concerns. 

• The Louisiana legislative session has been suspended until mid-April.  

• The Mississippi legislature was suspended from March 18 until April 1.  

• The North Carolina regular legislative session is scheduled to begin on May 13.  

• The South Carolina legislature is suspended until further notice.  

Key Facts: 

• Many utilities have suspended disconnections and several territories have placed moratoria 
on power disconnection. The Energy and Policy Institute is tracking key information related 
to the utility response. 

• On March 27, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) was passed, 
providing financial aid to families and businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic 
including small businesses. The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) has 
released a resource page for cooperatives. 

• Utilities and government bodies are discussing the impact on the utility workforce and energy 
burdened populations. 

• Organizations are also releasing tips to help save energy while at home. 

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ameren-xcel-dominion-duke-among-most-at-risk-from-changing-climate-mood/570789/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/2020-outlook-new-state-action-on-customer-empowering-rate-designs-and-busi/569497/
https://www.publicpower.org/periodical/article/association-members-approve-climate-change-policy-resolution
https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/energy-department-announces-20-million-investment-workforce-development-emerging
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/lawmakers-coronavirus-could-e2-80-98doom-e2-80-99-much-of-legislative-session/ar-BB11ELGe
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2020/mar/24/arkansas-governor-says-he-plans-call-special-sessi/?news-arkansas
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/323162-senate-chops-tax-package
https://www.valdostadailytimes.com/news/ga_fl_news/georgia-general-assembly-to-suspend-until-further-notice/article_4e7729be-64a2-11ea-9a02-07b386773dfe.html
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/25/kentucky-legislature-moves-forward-amid-covid-19-spike/2909291001/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/coronavirus/article_03ab4dee-6d2f-11ea-a7ab-879a16620780.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/state-news/with-senate-adjourning-mississippi-legislature-officially-suspends-session/article_b4d999a5-0f02-521f-ab33-4bded271bb61.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/state-news/with-senate-adjourning-mississippi-legislature-officially-suspends-session/article_b4d999a5-0f02-521f-ab33-4bded271bb61.html
https://www.wsoctv.com/news/south-carolina/virus-suspends-sc/RPHONHMO3TWAEZVQ3JPWXSFBZY/
https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utilities-disconnect-coronavirus/
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/2/9/29fc1ae7-879a-4de0-97d5-ab0a0cb558c8/1BC9E5AB74965E686FC6EBC019EC358F.the-small-business-owner-s-guide-to-the-cares-act-final-.pdf
https://www.cooperative.com/programs-services/communications/Pages/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-co-ops.aspx
https://www.ferc.gov/media/news-releases/2020/2020-1/03-26-20.pdf
https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/2020/03/30/coronavirus-heres-how-you-can-lower-your-electricity-bill-while-home/2918972001/
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• The Tennessee legislature was suspended until further notice on March 19. 

• The Virginia legislative session ended on March 8.  

• The West Virginia legislative session ended on March 7.  

Utility Disconnection Moratoria and Suspensions: 

• Alabama –  AL PSC Press Release 

• Arkansas –  Arkansas PSC Information and Resources 

• Florida – PSC Website  

• Georgia – PSC Website - Service Postponements List 

• Kentucky –  Kentucky PSC Press Release 

• Louisiana –  Emergency Order stopping utility terminations entered. 

• Mississippi –  MS PSC Statement 

• North Carolina –  North Carolina Utilities Commission Order 

• South Carolina –  South Carolina Utility Consumer resource link 

• Tennessee –  TVA – The Tennessee Valley Authority is extending $1 billion of credit support to local 
power companies 

• Virginia –  SCC News 

• West Virginia - WV PSC Holds Operational Status Update Conference with Utilities 

 

Built Environment State Updates 
• Net-Zero Energy Homes: The Florida Home Partnership and the Community Housing Development 

Organization will build seven net-zero energy affordable homes in the Tampa area.    

• State Leaders for LEED: Virginia placed seventh in the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)’s top ten 
states for LEED building standards, announced in February.  

 

Built Environment Regional & National Updates  
• Federal Legislation:  

o HR 3962 would update national building codes to increase efficiency in residential and 
commercial buildings, a change that could save $51 billion through energy bills through 2050, 
according to a report by ACEEE  

o HR 2041 would reauthorize DOE’s Weatherization Assistance Program 

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/19/tennessee-legislature-recesses-2020-session-amid-coronavirus/2880882001/
https://www.dailypress.com/government/virginia/vp-nw-coronavirus-lawmakers-ask-special-session-20200316-dulmromjfnb3lduvt7x6lunmgi-story.html
https://wchstv.com/news/local/west-virginia-legislature-passes-budget-bill
http://www.psc.state.al.us/Releases/2020/Covid_19_Press_Release_3_17_20.pdf
http://www.apscservices.info/APSC_COVID-19_Information.htm
http://www.psc.state.fl.us/Home/
https://seealliance.sharepoint.com/sites/TeamSEEA/Shared%20Documents/EE%20Policy/Regional%20Intelligence/Quarterly%20Policy%20Highlights/Q3%202019
https://psc.ky.gov/agencies/psc/press/032020/0316_r01.pdf
http://www.lpsc.louisiana.gov/_docs/_Orders/Executive%20Order%20dated%20March%2024%202020.pdf
https://www.psc.ms.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Clarification-Statement-2018-AD-141.pdf
https://starw1.ncuc.net/NCUC/ViewFile.aspx?Id=99807398-6abd-412f-b94c-6c23eb2427b0
https://www.scutilityconsumer.com/psc-announces-covid-19-response/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/aroundregion/story/2020/mar/26/tva-extends-1-billion-credit-local-power-companies/519213/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/aroundregion/story/2020/mar/26/tva-extends-1-billion-credit-local-power-companies/519213/
http://www.scc.virginia.gov/newsrel/r_noshutoff_20.pdf
http://www.psc.state.wv.us/press/2020/Press_20200325.pdf
https://www.tampabay.com/news/hillsborough/2020/01/09/net-zero-energy-homes-to-be-built-in-ruskin/?clavis&utm_expid=.rZxRlJI0T86fmAabR1Jv8w.1&utm_referrer=
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/top-ten-states-leed-2019?utm_source=SPEER+Company+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bd7614a942-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_12_04_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_db4684d7a5-bd7614a942-107313417
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/bipartisan-energy-efficiency-bill-targets-national-building-code-to-save-co/572184/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2041?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+2041%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
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o HR 2119 would reauthorize grants for energy efficiency in public buildings 

o HR 3962 would strengthen national model building codes  

o HR 2741 would provide funds for energy efficiency retrofits, among other provisions 

o HR 4646 would extend the new home energy efficiency tax credit to more builders 

o HR 4506 would reinstate and extend the energy efficiency tax credit for residences  

o HR 3702 would require communities to use stronger building codes when using federal funds to 
restore damaged structures  

o S. 2335 would support the transition to smart buildings 

• 2021 IECC: The International Codes Council (ICC) is currently reviewing challenges to the 2021 model 
International Energy and Conservation Code (IECC) from the National Association of Homebuilders, 
Leading Builders of America, and other building industry trade groups.  

• CDBG-MIT Funds: In August of 2019, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
announced the allocation of $6.875B in Community Development Block Grant-Mitigation (CBDG-MIT) 
Funding to aid in recovery from natural disasters in 2015, 2016, and 2017. In the Southeast, this includes 
more than $2.2B for state and local governments in Florida, Louisiana, Georgia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina. These funds must be spent on activities that “increase resilience to disasters and reduce 
or eliminate the long-term risk of loss of life, injury, damage to and loss of property, and suffering and 
hardship, by lessening the impact of future disasters,” and at least half of all CDBG-MIT funds must be 
spent in HUD-identified distressed communities. Deadlines for submitting state and local action plans to 
HUD were February 3 for 2015 and 2016 state grantees, March 2 for local grantees, and April 6 for 2017 
state grantees. HUD plans to approve and begin disbursing the funds in late spring and early summer of 
2020. 

• FEMA BRIC: The passage of the Disaster Recovery Reform Act (DRRA) in 2018 created a pool of funding 
for communities to engage in pre-disaster mitigation work rather than funding disaster response and 
recovery. In order to determine best practices for distributing these pre-disaster funds through the 
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program, the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) embarked on a stakeholder engagement process in 2019 by soliciting input from 
stakeholders nationally. In March of 2020 FEMA released a report summarizing the fifty letters and 
nearly 5,000 comments that they received. Among other needs, stakeholders asked FEMA to leverage 
pre-disaster mitigation funding to support building code education and enforcement as well as the 
development of a rating system for consumers so that they can understand whether a building is or is 
not compliant with state and local codes. 

• Disaster Aid and Resilience: On January 16, FEMA published a new policy mandating communities 
follow new, resilient construction codes when using FEMA funds to rebuild public buildings.  

• Climate Risk Report: Research from the Actuaries Climate Risk Index, published in January, estimates 
that extreme weather associated with a warming climate increased property losses over the last quarter 
century by $24 billion.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2119?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+2119%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3962?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+3962%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/LIFT%20America%20Act%20Summary%20FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4646?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22new+home+energy+efficiency+act%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4506?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22home+energy+savings+act%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3702?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22reforming+disaster+recovery+act%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2335?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+2335%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://newbuildings.org/improved-building-energy-model-code-challenged/
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/disaster-recovery-programs/cdbg-dr/cdbg-mit-2017/docs/HUD_Mitigation_Notice_Summary.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/186461
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1579188158300-159a38c75b6204517ad6c8641819c143/DRRA_1235(b)_V2.1_12-20-2019_508_FINAL.pdf
https://www.actuary.org/sites/default/files/2020-01/ACRI.pdf
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• US Territories Resilience Legislation: The Resiliency Enhancement Act, currently before the House, 
would make disaster resilience money from the 2017 hurricane season available to a wider variety of 
projects in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  

• Puerto Rico Technical Assistance: In February, representatives from the National Association for Utility 
Regulatory Commissioners (NARUC) met and advised the Puerto Rico Public Service Regulatory Board 
on regulatory issues and the usage of FEMA funds.  

 

Energy Efficiency Transportation State Updates 
• Florida Electric Vehicle (EV) Bills:  

o SB 7018, passed by the legislature on March 11, requires the commission to work with the state 
Department of Transportation, Energy Office, and other stakeholders to develop and 
recommend a plan for the development of EV charging infrastructure along the state highway 
system. The bill is currently awaiting signature from Governor Ron DeSantis.  

o SB 452 would have required the Florida Department of Transportation to create a plan to install 
EV chargers. It died in the Infrastructure and Security Committee on March 14.  

• Duke North and South Carolina EV Pilots: On July 5, 2019, the NCUC public staff recommended that the 
commission reject the proposal, arguing that the program is a way for the companies to gain pre-
approval of ratepayer-funded infrastructure. In North Carolina on February 28, parties to the proceeding 
submitted proposed orders and DEC, DEP, and ChargePoint filed a settlement agreement. In South 
Carolina, on March 2, the Office of Regulatory Staff filed a letter stating it had reviewed Duke’s updated 
filings and its position remains unchanged from earlier recommendations that the utility must improve 
its cost-benefit analysis, among other issues to resolve. On March 11, DEC filed a letter requesting 
commission action. NCUC Docket No. E-2 Sub 1197, SCPSC Docket Nos. 2018-321-E and 2018-322-E 

• South Carolina Battery Manufacturing: In early January, Volvo announced it will build an EV battery 
assembly plant at its factory in South Carolina.  

• Virginia Electric Buses: On January 16, Dominion announced it will deliver fifty electric school buses to 
sixteen localities throughout the state by the end of the year through its pilot program. Dominion will 
begin installing charging infrastructure for the buses this summer. SB 988 would have authorized an 
expansion of Dominion’s electric transportation pilot, but it did not pass the House by the end of the 
legislative session.  

• Virginia Smart Charging Pilot: Although the State Corporation Commission rejected a majority of 
Dominion’s grid modernization proposal on March 26, it approved the proposal to fund the smart 
charging pilot program. Docket No. PUR-2019-00154 

• Virginia Docket on EV Grid Impacts: On March 24, the commission established a docket to study the 
impact of EV charging infrastructure on the grid. In the docket, regulators requested information on the 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5756?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+5756%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/naruc-offers-puerto-rico-guidance-on-fema-funding-use-public-private-appro/573060/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/7018
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/452
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/duke-defends-north-carolina-ev-pilot-program-after-regulatory-staff-recomme/558678/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/duke-settles-with-chargepoint-expanding-options-for-76m-north-carolina-ev/573361/
https://starw1.ncuc.net/NCUC/page/docket-docs/PSC/DocketDetails.aspx?DocketId=91938680-6514-4d49-b64a-273e806567d2
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/Web/Dockets/Detail/116874
https://dms.psc.sc.gov/Web/Dockets/Detail/116875
https://www.autoblog.com/2020/01/16/volvo-us-ev-battery-plant-xc90/
https://news.dominionenergy.com/2020-01-16-Dominion-Energy-Moves-Forward-with-Electric-School-Bus-Program
https://energynews.us/2020/03/30/southeast/virginia-advocates-plan-to-jumpstart-electric-school-bus-debate-next-year/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/virginia-rejects-dominions-752m-smart-meter-plan-other-grid-mod-proposal/575007/
http://www.scc.virginia.gov/docketsearch#/caseDetails/140114
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6821101-PUR-2020-00051-Order-Establishing-Proceeding.html


 

Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance 11 

development and projected growth of EV charging infrastructure and ownership models, rate design, 
and storage issues. Initial comments are due in June. Docket No. PUR-2020-00051 

 

Energy Efficiency Transportation Regional & National Updates  
• Federal Legislation:  

o HR 5700 would task DOE and the Department of Transportation (DOT) with creating a plan to 
establish a network of high-speed chargers by 2025 

o HR 5751 aims to increase access to EV chargers in low-income communities 

o HR 5545 would authorize over $6 billion annually in rebates and grants over the next decade to 
encourage states to construct and deploy charging and other infrastructure 

o S. 2873 would extend clean energy credits and create tax incentives for EVs and storage 

o S. 2302 aims to improve transportation infrastructure resiliency and reduce highway emissions, 
among other provisions  

• Car Emissions Standards: The federally proposed Safer Affordable Fuel Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles rule has 
faced contention since its release in 2018. In September, federal agencies established the One National 
Program, the first of two parts of the SAFE Vehicles rule that revokes California’s authority to set 
emissions standards. On March 30, EPA and DOT published the second part of the final car emissions 
rule. The rule would require a 1.5% annual increase in the fuel economy of passenger vehicles and light 
trucks, a reduction from the 5% increase mandated by the Obama administration. Additionally, the rule 
assumes little to no growth in EV sales by 2026. The Environmental Defense Fund published an analysis 
of the rule. Hours after the release of the final rule, Volvo announced it will join a voluntary agreement 
with the California Air Resources Board with the goal of reducing emissions.  

• COVID-19: By late March, twenty-seven vehicle manufacturers announced a halt in construction due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which is expected to significantly slow industry-wide sales.  

• Commercial Charging Partnership: On February 11, Greenlots and Volvo Trucks announced the 
installation of charging infrastructure for electrified commercial trucks at warehouses in California that 
will serve as a model for commercial electric vehicle charging across the country.  

• Highway Charging Partnership: On February 6, ChargePoint announced a partnership with NATSO, 
which represents the country’s travel plazas and truck stops, to create the National Highway Charging 
Collaborative. The group plans to use $1 billion to deploy chargers to over 4,000 locations along 
highways to increase charging access for travelers and rural communities.  

• Corporate Partnerships: On January 22, Ceres announced the formation of the Corporate Electric 
Vehicle Alliance, which aims to help members accelerate the transition to EVs. Founding members 
include Amazon, Siemens, Lime, Direct Energy, Consumers Energy, and DHL.   

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/docketsearch#/caseDetails/140702
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5770?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22electric+vehicle+freedom+act%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5751?s=1&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5545?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%225545%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2873?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22growing+renewable+energy+and+efficiency+act%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2302?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22affordable+american-made+automobile+act%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6
https://www.nhtsa.gov/laws-regulations/corporate-average-fuel-economy
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/final-fr-safe-preamble-033020.pdf
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-nhtsa-reduce-fuel-economy-standards-to-15-in-move-advocates-say-coul/575221/
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/Cars_Final_Rollback_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2020-03-31/volvo-cars-in-talks-to-reach-emissions-deal-with-california
https://www.cnet.com/roadshow/news/covid-19-automakers-plant-shutdowns-coronavirus/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/greenlots-and-volvo-trucks-partner-on-first-installation-of-chargers-for-volvo-lights-electrified-trucking-project-301002625.html
https://www.chargepoint.com/about/news/chargepoint-and-natso-launch-collaborative-significantly-expand-ev-charging-along/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/Amazon-Lime-corporate-electric-vehicle-alliance/570979/
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• RAP Electric Transportation Toolkit: In February, the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) released its 
Roadmap to Electric Transportation.  

• Utility EV Investment Report: In February, Atlas EV Hub released its second bi-annual report on utility 
investments and other trends in transportation electrification.  

• EVs and Climate Report: On February 13, the Union of Concerned Scientists updated its report on 
electric vehicles and the climate with revised figures.  

• EVs and New Mobility Report: In January, Bloomberg released a report on the outlook of EVs, finding 
that consumers will see cheaper batteries and more chargers by the end of the year.  

• NARUC EV Report: In October of last year, the National Association for Regulatory Utility Commissioners 
(NARUC) released a report on EVs for state regulators.  

• Cleaner Trucks Initiative: The EPA is working to reduce emissions from heavy-duty trucks. On January 6, 
they issued an advance notice of proposed rule soliciting comments on the initiative.  

• Consumer Survey: Deloitte published the results of its annual Global Automotive Consumer Survey in 
January, finding that 41% of American drivers would consider purchasing an alternative-fuel vehicle for 
their next car, a 29% increase from the previous year.  

• Southeast EV Forum: On January 15-16, SEEA and partners hosted the Future of Electric 
Transportation: Southeast Policy Forum at Georgia Tech, featuring a keynote by NARUC President and 
Mississippi commissioner Brandon Presley.  

• New EV Models: On March 3, Ford announced it will create an electric version of its popular cargo van, 
the Transit.  

https://www.raponline.org/ev-roadmap/
https://www.atlasevhub.com/resource/electric-utility-filing-2nd-2019-bi-annual-update/
https://insideevs.com/news/398551/evs-better-climate-ucs-report/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-13/cheaper-batteries-more-chargers-for-electric-car-buyers-in-2020
https://pubs.naruc.org/pub/32857459-0005-B8C5-95C6-1920829CABFE
https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/cleaner-trucks-initiative
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/deloitte-electric-vehicles-consumer-interest-rising-range-anxiety/569938/
http://registration.conference.gatech.edu/Registration/Welcome.aspx?e=74884D7E044EF174F3729F78BDA2BE25
http://registration.conference.gatech.edu/Registration/Welcome.aspx?e=74884D7E044EF174F3729F78BDA2BE25
https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/fna/us/en/news/2020/03/03/ford-to-offer-all-electric-transit.html
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